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Battle of Teop Allegheny

Deo. 13, 1861.

The btattle of 'i‘up Alleghensy wae fought in Pauhcr'ntu_ county on
Tsoember 13, 1861 betwoen the foroes of the Un!.;nn under General R. He
Vilroy, and tha forcee of the confederstes under General W. W, loringa
Col. Edward Johnson comndiﬁg.

The two companies had campsd within sight of each other since July
13, 1861 the day the Federals had ‘cceupied Whites Top of Cheat. For
five months thair had watched each others comp fires rise. During this
five months they had fought the bettle at Travelers Repose on Oot,. 3
snd had aleo had enother E.kurmilh 2t this same place on Oct. 31, 1861.

imes the Federals had been driven back to their camp on Cheat

Vountain,.
There had been other minor skermishes throughout ths summer and

Autuzns The Federsl ommp was known officially as Camp Cheat Nountain

w==it, The Confederate camp was known es Cemp Baldwin, in honor of

& confederate soldier of that name. Between theze two camps wes Camp

fartow at Travelers Repose. The Confederstes had made a winter camp

- .

“% *0p Allegheney ¥ootain by ereoting log cabins,

At you go aleng the road now vou can sas piles of stone at regular

intervals whi

¢h represent the chimneys of the cabins. You can ses the

tran

fe& snd fortifications on Allegheney nlso at Cheat and Eartow,

a8 Tae '

f Allegheney 1s a wind-rwept pasture land, and the plke lies

# ®lles through this level table-land, In making the attack,

Federils }ad Lo slimb Up the side of the mountaln and fight on

& Ly
i

of this table=land,

M sdvance om Deosmber 1%th found Camp Partow at Travelers

i e -.;trl't' Wt Mayor D Bs Noss of the EPnd ".'h-f‘l,ninn had beasn

Pialaolgd

¢ hat pelst with 108 man to fors an anbuscade on the

"legyg 7

rois and Hrn‘_
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shep the Federals came up, Ross and his men fired on them and killed
10 and wounded & number of othere. The Federsle advenced in great foroe
.nd‘ I‘mn' wan Toroed to rrttra_l:i:. He reachsd Camp Ealdwin that nigh‘h

Ambroes Bleroe ngi'nitﬂ the Faﬁafqli. He says they marched all dey
down Cheat Nountein and all nigh up Allu;hunuylﬂﬁunttin, That the }irifg
at the foot of the mountsin haolied t-ho]I; fn.vril. time, but after the
Confederates retrested they reached Travelers Rupﬁl-. There they divided.
Avout half of them marched down the romd toward Greembank end turmed at
tha Urish Feavensr farm and climbed the roed that .’" .ntﬂl usad ag a
short out between Saulsbury Rum and Buffalo Fun. The ¢tPﬂ? half conti=
oued up the pikes i ' .

Ae the battle was nnlmc;ulnd to begin bafors day break these killed
at Bartow ‘IFEI;I :m‘t- buried but 1;5.-:1 on the upper side of the road and

coverad with blankete, Az the zoldiers pezzed that way mn}r of them

stopped to see il they could recognize & friend among the dead.

The naxt day as they returned from the battle zround defeated and
epprosched the place where the dead lay it seemed they i:l!.ﬂ moved and
saet mside their covering. But upon investigation they found m drave
of hoge had been at the bodies end ufr.-n the faces off the dead.

The hogs were killed end the dead burisad,"This scene is described in

icomoclastio Nemories of the Civil War-Ambrose Bierce",
When the turnpike gets to within a mile of the top of tﬁil rmuntlin,

it mekes & sharp turn to the south and from there it .olimbe gently to

the top where 1t passes & nhurc:'h. The Federal army 1ift the pike at this
FErys and elisbed directly up the hillside hoping to get behind the nl:up.
Bt there wers plokets out and the camp was alarmed by th:;ir shots around
f s'cloak that sarnlngs The Confodoraten marched several companios out
% meat the Vedersls as they oams ot the top., The Federals waited in the !

o
*Eer of the lorest unti]l near faylight and then marched into the open

teld und them the Firing beosss genaral,
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The Confederste line wwung back mand forward, and at one gtage of the
pattle their right flank was ari;un to teke shelter in their log cebins.
There wae fighting all over the top un;ii mid afterncon, The half of the
army which hed swmmg to the south and was advancing up tﬁ; erest of Buffalo
sidge failed in its purpose of purprising the camp. On that side of the
oazp there were trenches prepared to guard both roads end there wae also”
rome good artillery. : L :

Thess trenches were full of soldiers prepared for an emergencye
Towevep, when the Federals first appeered, Captain Anderson of the Lee
Battery thought it wasz a band of pickets being driven in. He sprang
vpon the eside of the trench and called to them to hurry up and get in-
te the trenches. He was 1n£tant1y shot and killed.

Fins1lly about mid afternoon a retreat was sounded and the Federal

ar=y made its way back to camp Cheat Mountain, The Confederates reported
that 1,200 Confederctes had repulsed am army of 5000 men, That it was a grest
battle and a great victory.

The Federels reported that they had 1,760 men and the Confederates had

T,

2,500, and that it was a reconnalssence in force. J. E. Benjemin, Smc, of

r, wrote that Fresdent Jefferson Tavis having beeh informed of the wvalor

! Col

51 Edwnrd Johnson in repulsing & vestly superior force was much gratified

&L Lhe pews of suocoess, and had made him a brigadisr general.

“he logses of the battle were: Federal-dead 20, wounded 107, missing

i, total 1237,

Confsderate~ dead 20, wounded P8, missing 28, total 146, After this

“tils the troops wentinbto winter quarters, and there was no more fighting

“ERe Staumton and Perkereburg turnpike that winter.

From = We Va. Blue Book 1928
- By, Andrew Price.
decerding vo tha old tisers who have heard relatives tell about thelir

AT LR bamp

o8 The Alleghensy, they wers about to starve,
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Eoy NePaters says he has heard his uncle J. Martin tell how t'l-;uy went out
once and killed & sheep belonging to a near by farmer. That they were s0
tunery that they ate 1t when only half cocked and then fought over the
ekin « At another time 1}},.3 broke into a cellar whn;a a women had her ox
hid. They out its throat and took the meat book to CREpo

Azbrose Elerce tells of hunting besr on Cheat Mountain ';rhum the snow
was up to h.'gs‘&rm. Whether he hunted for pleasure or to cbtain foed I
do not knowe Also I've been told by Lee Ervin, who had several uncles from
fath Cos in Camp Baldwin, that the remson they were so well prepared to
repulse this Federal army was becsuse they could see them B.IE they marched
‘cvn Emck Allegheney and knmew they were uominglfnr in attack, Therafore,

kad nll in readiness.



